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2.

Entrance

The Whale in the Entrance Lobby

The skeleton in the entrance of the Museum belongs to a humpback 
whale. This species is famous for singing and leaping out of the 
water during the mating season. What is its scientific name?

a) Monodon monoceros
b) Megaptera novaeangliae
c) Tursiops truncatus

Dinosaur Gallery

Bernissart Iguanodons 

These dinosaurs were discovered 
in Belgium – 322m underground! In 
3 years (between 1878 and 1881), 
about 30 skeletons were brought 
up to the surface, but some of 
them are still underground! Why 
are their bones such a dark colour?

a) Iguanodons ate a lot of red meat.
b) The fossils were found in coal.
c) The bones were soaked in a mixture of alcohol and shellac.



3.

Mont-Dieu Meteorite

A meteorite is a piece of an asteroid or comet that has fallen to 
Earth. This one was found in the north of France near the Mont-Dieu 
Forest. What is it mostly made of?

a) Silver and sandstone
b) Pyrite and quartz
c) Iron and nickel



4.

Mosasaur Hall

Hainosaurus bernardi

Mosasaurs were fearsome sea lizards that lived at the same time as 
the T. rex. The largest in the room, Hainosaurus bernardi, is 12.5m 
long. What was it named after?

a) A river
b) An ocean
c) A mountain

Gallery of Evolution

Sea Lilies

Sea lilies like these Seirocrinus subangularis 
fossils made up a ‘meadow’ on the seabed.  
They weren’t plants though, they were 
animals! What did they eat?

a) Starfish
b) Sea urchins
c) Algae



5.

250 years of Natural Sciences Hall

Lier Mammoth

Discovered in the province of Antwerp, this 
woolly mammoth was the second specimen 
to be displayed in Europe. Where was the first 
specimen shown?

a) Madrid in Spain
b) Saint-Petersburg in Russia
c) Paris in France

Eurohippus messelensis

This small mammal, 
Eurohippus messelensis, is the 
ancestor of modern horses. It 
was discovered in Messel in 
Germany, along with insects, 
fish, frogs, crocodiles, snakes, 
lizards, tortoises, birds and 
bats. When did they live? 

a) During the Palaeocene era
b) During the Eocene era
c) During the Oligocene era



6.

Thylacine

Thylacines were marsupials: the 
females kept their babies in a pouch 
on their stomach, just like kangaroos! 
What were they also known as?

a) Grevy’s zebras
b) Bengal tigers
c) Tasmanian wolves

Ishango Bone

The ‘Ishango Bone’ is a 10cm long bone covered in notches and 
topped with a piece of quartz. It is 20,000 years old. What could it 
have been used for?

a) To count
b) To navigate
c) To brush your teeth



7.

Gallery of Humankind

The Spy Man

The Spy Man (pronounced ‘Spee’) 
was discovered in Belgium. He isn’t a 
Homo sapiens like us, but is actually a 
Homo neanderthalensis, a Neanderthal.
Neanderthals looked like us but…

a) they had a smaller brain than ours.
b) they were not good at running.
c) they did not have any thumbs.

Chaleux Stone

This stone slab was engraved on both sides more than 12,000 years 
ago! When was it decorated? (Clue: Use the touch screen to find the 
answer!)

a) During the Jurassic era
b) During the Magdalenian era
c) During the Cretaceous era



8.

Mineral Hall

Moon rock

This small piece of rock was picked up during the American Apollo 
17 mission to the moon. This was the last time man walked on the 
moon, when was it?

a) 1972
b) 1977
c) 1984



9.

1: b (All 3 are Cetaceans (in the whale and dolphin family) but ‘a’ is the scientific name for a 
narwhal and ‘c’ is a bottlenose dolphin.)
2: c (The iguanodons ate plants, not meat; they were discovered in a coal mine but were 
covered in clay.)
3: c (This is what we call a metallic or iron meteorite;  metallic meteorites are quite rare – they 
make up only 5% of all meteorites found on Earth while 90% are stony meteorites.)
4: a (It was discovered in Belgium in the Haine Valley near Ciply.)
5: c (They ate algae as well as small crustaceans and invertebrate larvae suspended in the 
water. They were echinoderms, like starfish and sea urchins.)
6: b (These fossils are 47 million years old; there are more fossils from Messel in the Dinosaur 
Gallery and the 250 years of Natural Sciences Hall.)
7: b (Our mammoth was discovered with two other mammoths (an adult and a young 
mammoth) as well as the remains of a cave hyena, a horse and a deer, all dating back to the 
upper Palaeolithic period, which was more than 12,000 years ago.)
8: c (This wasn’t a real wolf but it was the same size as one. These animals were also called 
‘Tasmanian tigers’. They were named after Tasmania, an Australian island where they lived.)
9: a (It isn’t a compass or a toothbrush – that’s for sure! It was used to count, but to understand 
how it worked we would need to go back in time and watch someone using it!)
10: b (They had a slightly bigger brain and longer thumbs than us but their feet weren’t well 
adapted for running quickly.)
11: b (Dinosaurs ruled the Earth during the Jurassic and the Cretaceous eras. The first humans 
appeared millions of years later.)
12: a (In 1973 Richard Nixon was the President of the United States of America. He gave four 
pieces of moon rock to the Belgian people as a present and one of them is on display here.)
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