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Background  
 
Collaborator of the DO Taxonomy and Phylogeny Alain Drumont and Curator Wouter 
Dekoninck were contacted in the summer of 2013 by Angel Keymeulen with the question 
whether RBINS might be interested in a donation of his large butterfly collection after his 
death. After Angel passed away on 16 December 2015, his mother contacted RBINS with the 
bad news of his death and how to concede his last wish about his collection. 
 
The Keymeulen collection contains more than 14.000 butterfly specimens of the palearctic 
region. Every family is well presented but his collection of Nymphalidae, tribe Melitaeini, 
genus Melitaea/Mellicta is the most impressive part. A large part of the specimens were 
collected by Angel himself in Belgium, France, Italy, Spain and the Balkan region (Hungary, 
Slovenia, Macedonia) and other Palearctic regions often not easy to reach and collect 
butterflies (Iran, Pakistan, Syria, China, Kazakhstan, Mongolia,é). 
 
Together with the more than 250 insect drawers with identified butterflies this gift was 
accompanied by non-identified specimens (50 insect drawers). 

 

 
Fig 1 Angel Keymeulen. 

 
 

 

Fig 2. Cabinets of the Keymeulen collection at Ollignies. 
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Inventory and destination of the collection  
 
The Keymeulen collection is a historical important faunistic collection and contains over 300 
insect drawers mainly specimens collected during the period 1970-2015 from Belgium 
(KEYMEULEN, 1974; 1984; 1985a+b; 1986; 1988b; 1989; 1990) largest part, The Netherlands 
(KEYMEULEN, 1993), France (KEYMEULEN, 1985c; 1987b; 1988d; 1991; 1995; 2004;  Spain, 
Scotland (KEYMEULEN, 1999), Hungary (KEYMEULEN, 1988a)  and Macedonia (MICEVISKI et al., 
2009; VEROVNIK et al., 2010). An overview of all his sampling campaigns is given in 
HUTSEBAUT & VERHULST (2016).  
 
Especially the drawers with butterflies from the genera Melitaea-Mellicta contain rare and 
interesting species and specimens from unique localities and periods (Iran, Pakistan, Syria, 
China, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, etc,é). 

 
A complete inventory at species level will take considerable time and this inventory will be 
done at RBINS during the year 2017. The final destination of this impressive collection will be 
the storage room 4A. All specimens were delivered in insect drawers of 40x30x6 cm, all nicely 
taxonomically organised, labelled and presented.  
 

 

Fig 3. Insect drawer with specimens from the genus Lycaena. 

State of the collection  

All boxes of the collection of Keymeulen are in excellent condition and were perfectly 
mounted. All specimens are dry mounted and have labels containing scientific name, locality, 
date of locality and name of the collector and identifier (90% of all specimens). 

Value of the collection  

Scientific value 
 
The Keymeulen collection is a historical important faunistic collection and contains mainly 
specimens collected during the period 1974-2015 from the Palearctic region (Belgium, 
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France, Spain, and some Baltic countries). The exact total number of butterflies is somewhere 
estimated to be around 14.000 specimens and well over 600 species. However, for the 
moment, no detailed list is available. The collection is taxonomically and biogeographically 
organized. 

Educational value 

Beside a very high scientific value, this collection can also be very interesting for education. It 
harbours a wide variety of butterfly families and genera as well as very different morphological 
extreme rare species and subspecies.  

 

Curatorial cost of the collection  

The cost for storage will be very limited. The complete collection can be stored in storage 
room 4A without the need to foresee additional new insect drawers. 

Complete a full inventory, digitisation of some very rare species will take two collaborators (or 
volunteers) 2 months. 

 

Fig 4. Overview of a large part of the insect drawers of the Keymeulen collection in storage 
room 4A before putting them in place, taxonomically ordered.  
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Fig 5. The parents of Angel Keymeulen next to the shipping boxes containing the Keymeulen 
butterfly collection, ready for transport to RBINS. 
 
 

 
Fig 6. Insect drawer with specimens from the genus Polyommatus (Lycaenidae) 
 


